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Smog in Mumbai

Air pollution is world’s - Air pollution biggest killer in
top environmental Southeast Asia, says WHO
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. Oceans 10 times noisier
. today than 40 years ago

. A study by Scripps Institute of Oceanogra- |

\ phy has revealed that Ocean Noise has in- |

l creased tenfold since the 1960s. Oceanolo-

' gists Sean Wiggins, John Hildebrand from
Scripps and Mark McDonald from WhaleA-

. coustics, Colorado, studied declassified US

,  Navy documents and came to the conclusion

' that global shipping has contributed a lot to
increased undersea noise pollution. They said
with populations increasing around the globe
in recent decades, the underwater world had
also become a noisier place, adding that the
effects of greater noise on marine life was still
unknown. Findings revealed a tenfold increase
in underwater ocean noise as compared with
the 1960s. They said the noise levels in 2003-
2004 were about 10 to 12 decibels higher than
in 1964-1966. The reasons could be due to the
vast increase in the global shipping trade, the
number of ships plying the oceans and higher
speed of vessels.
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